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This winter was phenomenal. As the snow continued 
to fall, children bundled up and donned snowshoes 
for winter field trips at the Ogden Nature Center. 
While record-breaking snow impacted some of our 
programming and challenged the staff, we all 
welcomed the moisture with mostly happiness and 
optimism.

This spring and summer we all witnessed the results. 
In our own mini superbloom, native grasses and 
wildflowers suddenly sprang to life with the first sign 
of spring warmth. Areas of the Nature Center that are 
typically dry once again held water and waterfowl, 
while our native pollinator plantings spread their 
leaves. The milkweed in the Monarch Waystation 
exploded and the number of native butterflies and 
bees on the property has been extraordinary!

This winter also recharged our groundwater. For the 
first time in years, Avocet Pond held water and we 
saw Mallards nesting on its banks! Baby Killdeer 
roamed around the newest pond on the property, 
which we have appropriately named “Killdeer Pond,” 
and Spotted Sandpipers even spent the spring here.

The resident beavers are keeping us busy while 
also keeping water in our waterways. These 
rambunctious rodents constructed a series of dams, 
slowing the movement of water through the nature 
preserve. This feeds our native cottonwoods and 
creates excellent nesting habitat for the families of 
Wood Ducks. Beavers transformed a parched field 
into a wet meadow, bringing White-faced Ibis, Gray 
Catbirds, and Yellow-breasted Chats to the Nature 
Center. Black-crowned Night Herons stalked around 
the banks of our full ponds, while dozens of baby 
Mallards paddled around and took refuge in the wet 
meadow.

Water, Wings, and Wonder
Last year, Fresenius Medical Care, the Utah Department
 of Transportation, Ogden City, and the Dinsdale Water 
Company all worked together to bring the Ogden 
Nature Center its first “water delivery” in years. This 
new water lease will ensure that the Nature Center’s 
riparian corridor thrives, while also providing more 
resources for habitat restoration across the 152-acre 
preserve. It will also allow the Nature Center to conserve 
water elsewhere – as we are all cognizant of what water 
conservation means to the Great Salt Lake and our 
entire watershed.

Along with the help of hundreds of volunteers, habitat 
restoration interns, and Volunteens, our staff ecologist is 
hard at work making sure we have a healthy ecosystem 
here in this urban oasis. (Read more about these efforts 
inside!)

As late summer presses on, we look forward to even 
more projects on the horizon and new ways to connect 
with our community. As you visit, take a look at the 
work we’re doing to ensure the Ogden Nature Center 
is healthy and accessible to everyone. Our amazing 
educators are constantly busy, teaching and exploring 
the outdoors with the next generation of environmental 
stewards! You’ll always hear the excited voices of 
children as they meet our birds of prey or as they watch 
the grasshoppers bound off the trail as they walk. 

We invite you to join us for any of our community 
programs, walk our trails, or join us for conservation 
work. We look forward to sharing our new and 
improved Dumke Picnic Grove space with you this fall! 

We’re hard at work improving the Ogden Nature 
Center and continually nurturing this precious place 
where our community comes to learn and enjoy!

 	 – by Jonathan Creel, Executive Directorphoto by Sarah Lambson, 
ONC outreach coordinator

photo by Maya Pendleton



KNEEHIGH NATURALISTS
Leaves and Trees
Choose a date and time:
• September 19th at 10 am or 1 pm 
• September 20th at 10 am
• October 17th at 10 am or 1 pm
• October 18th at 10 am
Ages 3-5
$10/ONC members and $12/non-members
$8/child for groups of 5 or more
Join us for this year’s theme of seasons. Explore trees in the fall 
and learn what they do for both humans and animals. Learn the 
difference between evergreen trees (coniferous) and trees that lose 
their leaves (deciduous). 
Pre-registration required. Admission includes a child and adult pair.  
To register, go to www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/preschool-
programs

Plants and Animals Prepare for Winter
Choose a date and time:
• November 21st at 10 am or 1 pm
• November 22nd at 10 am
• December 19th at 10 am or 1 pm
• December 20th at 10 am
Ages 3-5
$10/ONC members and $12/non-members
$8/child for groups of 5 or more
Migrate through nature in autumn and find out how our feathered 
friends generate energy during the cold winter months. Visit the bear 
den and get a feel for hibernation. Pre-registration required. Admission 
includes a child and adult pair.  To register, go to www.ogdennature-
center.org/education/preschoolprograms

SEPTEMBER
Owls & Morning Yoga offered by 
the Utah Outdoor Recreation Summit
Wednesday, September 6th from 9 - 10:30 am
$10
Anxiety is for the birds! And, it turns out, birds–and yoga–are good 
for our anxiety! Enjoy a rejuvenating morning of yoga & owls in the 
Ogden Nature Center’s backyard glen. Spend 40 minutes engaged in 
your yoga practice with Melanie Webb, followed by a 15-20 minute 
owl presentation led by Ogden Nature Center’s animal handler, Heidi 
Christensen. Learn how far humans can turn their heads and how far 
owls can turn theirs! Stretch your wings and learn about the wingspan 
of owls! How strong is your grip vs. that of an owl’s talons? After yoga 
and owls, guests are invited to explore the Ogden Nature Center - 
including 1.5 miles of walking trails, bird blinds, a birds of prey exhibit, 
and a 10% discount in The Nest Gift Shop. Attendees should bring 
their own mats, sunscreen, and water.  Please register at utahoutdoor-

WILD WEDNESDAYS
WIld Wednesdays will be held in person and outside, 
beginning at 3:45 pm each week.  
All ages are welcome
Free for ONC members / or general admission rates 
of $3 children and $5 adults
Take part in a 20-minute program led by an Ogden Nature Center 
teacher/naturalist, and then explore the Nature Center on your own.  
Gates close at 5 pm. Dress for the weather! Please check in at the 
Visitor Center desk.

September Wild Wednesdays
6th – Crazy and Curious Corvids
13th –  Nature Friends
20th – Salmon Spawn 
27th – Changing Colors 

October Wild Wednesdays
4th – Poisonous and Venomous 
11th – Spiders and Arachnids
18th – Batty about Bats
25th – Owl Tales

November Wild Wednesdays
1st – American Bison
8th – Our National Symbol
15th – Oh Deer
22nd – Turkey Tails
29th – Feather Fun

December Wild Wednesdays
6th – Plants and Animals Prepare for Winter
13th – Tracks and Scat
20th – Winter Solstice

HOMESCHOOL NATURALISTS
Fall 2023 Semester – Biomes & Habitats
September 13th, 27th, October 11th, 25th, 
November 8th, 22nd, December 6th, 20th, from 1- 3 pm
$180 per child for the 8-class series for ONC members
$200 per child for the 8-class series for non-members
Ages 7-12
Students will learn about the different biomes and habitats we 
have around the planet including those found in Utah. We will 
cover grasslands/savannah, oceans, wetlands, mountains, forests, 
deserts, and tundra. Students register for the entire 8-class series.  
Due to high demand and limited space, we cannot offer sibling 
discounts. Registration deadline is 5 pm, September 5th. Register 
at www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/homeschool-naturalists

summit.com under “activities”. Get a 20% discount for the Outdoor 
Recreation Summit with promo code “OgdenNatureCenter20”.

38th Annual Wildwoods BASH Dinner & Auction
Friday, September 8, 5 pm
Enjoy late summer in the Nature Center’s beautiful backyard and 
join your flock of friends who share and support the Ogden 
Nature Center. We’re serving up a gourmet picnic dinner, live 
music by Standards & Substandards and an online and live auction.
New this year.... Our nature-inspired auction will be available for 
online bidding beginning September 5th at 12 noon through 
September 8th at 7 pm. Space is limited.  Reserve your tickets at 
www.ogdennaturecenter.org/events.

Space Camp
Saturday, September 30th from 3 - 10 pm
Ages 10 - 12
$50 per ONC member camper / $55 per nonmember camper 
Discover the incredible worlds lurking in our galaxy with this 
afternoon/evening camp dedicated to outer space! Build your own 
“rover” to survive a Mars drop test, learn about the planets in our 
solar system, and finish the night with a campfire dinner and 
stargazing while hearing stories about the constellations far above us. 
Please register by September 23rd at
https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/community-programs

Volunteer Russian Olive Destruction Day
Saturday, September 16th, 9 am
Do you love the challenge of using a saw to hunt down some thorny 
plants? Then grab your work gloves and come help us cut down 
some smaller invasive Russian Olive trees on the property. We will 
be meeting for about two hours of work, with snacks to follow at 
11. Pre-registration is required by September 10th by calling 
801-621-7595 or emailing volunteer@ogdennaturecenter.org. 

Campfire Date Night
Friday, September 22nd at 7:30 pm
For ages 21+
$55 per couple non-members / $50 for ONC members
Bring your favorite person to snuggle with under the stars. A fun 
evening complete with pudgy pie dinners, s’mores, an evening 
nature walk, and to top it off... stargazing. Please register by 
September 16th at https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/
community-programs

Mystery Solvers at the Ogden Nature Center
Saturday, September 23rd, runs all day, 10 am – 4 pm
All ages
$5 ONC members / $8 non-members
Solve riddles and puzzles to collect stamps hidden around the 
Center. Use these to solve one final mystery and obtain a small 
reward at the Visitor Center. Please register by September 17th at 
https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/community-programs

Community Programs & Special Events



The Nest Holiday Open House 
& Local Artisan Fair
Friday, December 1, 9 am - 5 pm 
& Saturday, December 2, 9 am - 4 pm
Free admission for all!  
Come find new treasures and gifts during two 
full days of holiday shopping & festivities! We are hosting local 
artisans, a yummy bake sale prepared by our board of directors, a 
make and take nature craft, complimentary gift wrapping, and hot 
drinks.  The Nest Gift Shop features nature related books, stationary, 
toys, games, art, birdfeeders, artisan jewelry, and clothing.   

Make Your Own Holiday Swag Workshop
Saturday, December 9th at 10 am
Ages 16+
$55 ONC members / $65 non-members.
We’ll provide greenery, ribbon, and baubles and tools, and help 
you make the perfect holiday door decoration. Feel free to bring 
any special ribbon or decor of your own. Please register by 
December 2nd at https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/
community-programs

Romping with Rabbits
Saturday, December 15th at 4 pm
Ages 9 and up
$5 ONC members / $8 non-members
Jackrabbits, cottontails, and hares, oh my! Have you ever 
wondered how far a bunny can actually jump? Why are their 
noses always wiggling? What’s the difference between your pet 
bunny and wild bunnies? In this workshop you’ll learn about 
rabbits and their cousins pikas, hares, and cottontails and make a 
fun bunny craft. Please register by November 25th https://www.
ogdennaturecenter.org/education/community-programs

Winter Solstice 
Saturday, December 16th at 11 am
All Ages
$5 ONC Members / $8 non-members
Join an ONC naturalist to learn about the changes happening as 
nature transitions into winter. Create pinecone feeders to help 
our feathered friends survive the winter, and finish with a self-
guided scavenger hunt. Please register by December 9th at https://
www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/community-programs

HOLIDAY BREAK
 
The Ogden Nature Center and The Nest 
Gift Shop will be closed Sunday, December 24th 
through Monday, January 1st for a short winter’s nap/break!  
We will re-open on Tuesday, January 2nd, 2024.  We wish 
everyone a happy and nature-filled holiday season.

Fall Trail Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, November 11th, 9 am - 4 pm
All ages welcome
$1 per sheet / Free admission for ONC members, non-members 
will need to pay daily admission fee of $5 adults and $3 children
No registration necessary
Pick up a sheet at the Visitor Center front desk and take part in 
our self-guided scavenger hunt along the trails. 

Cup Hop
For a $20 donation you will receive a cute and collectible Ogden 
Nature Center ladybug mug, filled with a specialty coffee, tea or 
cocoa at the locations listed below.  
We want to give back to the coffee shops who support the Ogden 
Nature Center year after year!  A portion of your 
donation will go to the Ogden Nature Center, and a portion to the 
coffee shops! In compliance with health department guidelines, we are 
allowed to fill mugs once at the shop where purchased.  The mugs will 
be available on these dates and at these locations only, while they last!  
Nov. 13-18 Grounds for Coffee / 3005 Harrison Blvd.
Nov. 20-25 Kaffe Mercantile / 1221 26th Street
Nov. 27 - Dec 2 Daily Rise / 2865 Washington Blvd.
Dec. 4-9 Grounds for Coffee / 111 Historic 25th Street
Dec. 11-16 Coffee Links / 287 Park Ave.
For more information contact the Ogden Nature Center at 
801-621-7595.

Annual Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 15th, 5 pm social / 5:30 pm meeting
Members and the general public are invited to join us for our annual 
Board Meeting.  Please convene in the L.S. Peery Education Bldg.

Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, November 28th
Giving Tuesday is a global movement unleashing the power of radical 
generosity.  Join like-minded people and give as generously as your 
means permit to the causes that matter the most to you.  
Visit www.ogdennaturecenter.org on November 28th to learn more.

DECEMBER
MEMBERS ONLY! 
Holiday Swags, Sale & Social
Thursday, November 30th from 6 - 8 pm
This year Ogden Nature Center members will have first chance to 
purchase fresh evergreen swags and shop in The Nest Gift Shop while 
enjoying some festive holiday drinks & nosh.  Members will also get 
first pick at holiday items including Mr. Bird Seed gifts, Cody Foster 
specialty ornaments, Crane Creek cards, Folkmanis Puppets and much 
more!  

OCTOBER
Building Fairy/Gnome Houses
Saturday, October 14th, 10 am
All ages welcome
$20 ONC members / $25 non-members
Listen to some of the many fairytales and myths about miniature 
creatures while decorating a tiny home for your garden. Craft 
supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring any additional 
materials. Please register by October 7th at https://www.ogdenna-
turecenter.org/education/community-programs

Plant Dyed Bandanas
Saturday, October 21st, 10 am
Ages 16+
$30 ONC members / $35 non-members
Learn about incredible natural dyes by using hammered plants 
to create your own bandana design. Flowers, fabric markers, and 
cotton bandanas will be provided, but guests are welcome to 
bring additional materials if desired.  Please register by October 
14th at https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/community-
programs

Creatures of the Night 
October 27th and 28th from 5 - 8:30 pm
(last admission at 7:45pm)
All ages 
$7 ONC members / $10 non-members / Free for ages 2 and under
No pre-registration required, just pay at the door
Join us for a non-spooky Halloween adventure. Creatures of the Night 
is packed with trailside adventures including games, campfire stories, 
live owl and snake presentations, crafts, a spider web crawl and a 
crepuscular creep. Some fun food and drinks will be available for 
purchase. Costumes are welcome and flashlights are encouraged.  
Dress for the weather.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Event will be held rain or shine. For more information go to 
www.ogdennaturecenter.org. 

NOVEMBER
Bounding with Bunnies
Friday, November 3rd at 3 pm
All ages welcome, geared towards children 4-6
$5 ONC members / $8 non-members
Jackrabbits, cottontails, and hares, oh my! Have you ever wondered
how far a bunny can actually jump? Why are their noses always 
wiggling? What’s the difference between your pet bunny and wild 
bunnies? In this workshop you’ll learn about rabbits and their 
cousins pikas, hares, and cottontails and make a fun bunny craft. 
Please register at https://www.ogdennaturecenter.org/education/
community-programs
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Bat Basics
Bats are essential in a healthy ecosystems. These winged mammals eat almost half 
their body weight in insects every night! Not only do they protect crops, trees, 
shrubs, wildflowers, and gardens from harmful insects, they also serve as a food 
source for other nocturnal predators like owls. North American bat populations 
are in decline due to an invasive fungus, Pseudogymnoascus destructans, causing 
the more commonly known “white-nose syndrome.” The fungus disrupts 
hibernation and is highly deadly to bats, leading to starvation and abnormal 
functions. Three bat species in eastern North America have already lost up to 
90% of their populations. As the disease continues to spread across the 
continent, we must step in and help protect these crucial bat populations.

In collaboration with the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the North 
American Bat Monitoring Program (NABat), the Ogden Nature Center (ONC) 
started monitoring bats last fall using bioacoustics. Insect-eating bats use 
echolocation to detect prey in the dark and each species gives off a signature 
call which we attempt to record using acoustic detectors. These recordings can 
be analyzed to determine which bat species are present within the area, which 
habitats are being used, and can even be used to track migration and movement 
patterns. Land managers can use this data to inform conservation efforts that will 
help protect bat populations worldwide. We will use acoustic detectors to survey 
multiple high-priority NABat “cells” in Northern Utah, taking data from our 
properties, including Ogden Nature Center North, to determine bat presence
 and habitat usage. Preliminary recordings have detected several species of bats 
including the Big Brown Bat, the Brazilian Free-tail Bat, and several Myotis 
species. Stay tuned for the results of our summer survey efforts!	

Water Quality Projects
As your read earlier, Ogden Nature Center (ONC) has seen an increase in
 water this year due to increased precipitation through winter and incoming 
water shares from the Ogden River. Water is the lifeblood of the Nature 
Center and is essential for habitats to remain healthy for wildlife. Incoming 
water recharges groundwater and wetlands, keeps plants alive and healthy, and 
keeps water running through the riparian corridor. However, the incoming 
water also brings with it runoff, debris and litter from surrounding 
development and highways. To keep our waterways healthy and to increase 
both water quality and quantity, we’ve started multiple projects aimed at water 
monitoring, restoration, and beaver management.

The Nature Center is a long-time participant in the Utah Water Watch 
Program, a citizen science effort run by Utah State University Extension. The 
program trains citizens interested in water conservation on methods to test 
local water bodies and provides the necessary equipment. Different parameters 
are tested such as temperature, pH, turbidity, and even E. coli presence. 
Collected data is submitted to a public database and can be used to compare 
sites across time. We test multiple wetlands and both streams monthly to 
monitor for changes in water quality and to determine if any action is needed.

The Nature Center was recently awarded a grant from the Utah Watershed 
Restoration Initiative Program to restore and enhance streams. This grant is 
part of a large-scale restoration project within the Weber River watershed 
that crosses multiple county lines and includes collaborators from many 
conservation organizations. The grant will allow us to build and install several 
Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) to help slow and store water in key areas. BDAs 
mimic the effect that beavers have on the landscape and are widely used to 
improve water quality, increase water availability on the landscape, increase 
habitat resilience, and create a more dynamic stream structure. By using these 
structures, we can reduce the effects of long-term drought on ONC waterways, 
push water into the surrounding areas to provide better habitat for wildlife, 
provide education, and serve as an example for similar projects.

In addition to installing BDAs, we continue to work towards beaver 
co-existence on the property. Although beavers can prove troublesome in 
certain situations, their overall benefit on the landscape, particularly in an 
arid setting, makes them a valuable asset to the ecosystem. Multiple beavers 
use ONC waterways for food and shelter and have created lodges and dams 
in managed areas. Beavers have improved the quality of ONC streams and 
wetlands, have created habitat for a suite of wildlife species including water-
fowl, mule deer, songbirds, amphibians, and dragonflies. Their dams help to 
slow water and collect sediment and nutrients, both of which can degrade 
water quality. The dams also collect trash which is then removed by volunteers, 
improving water for ONC, downstream users, and ultimately the Weber River.

Big Brown Bat 
photo by 
Maya Pendleton



Paul Burnett Receives 
Hearts and Hands Award
Paul Burnett has been volunteering with the 
Ogden Nature Center since 2008, and has 
accumulated over 250 hours of service! As a long-
time member of our board, past board chair, and 
chair of the land management committee, Paul 
has been vital in helping to shape the preserve by 
creating conservation-based goals to restore native 
habitats that benefit wildlife. 

Humans have heavily impacted what is today 
Ogden Nature Center’s property throughout its 
history, and trying to restore it to pre-industry 
days is no easy task! Through countless 
invasive species, wily beavers, droughts, floods, 
and everything else that could happen on this 
land, Paul has steered decisions and helped 
address issues in an ever-changing climate. 
Paul helped secure a vital invasive species 
management grant, updated our land 
management plan, and created nuisance 
wildlife policies. Paul was a leader in establishing 
an ecologist position on our staff team. 

Paul is a thoughtful and intentional person who 
leads in a calm, humble manner. He shows care 
in his actions and how they affect those around 
him. We are grateful to have him as a board 
member, advisor, volunteer, and friend. We truly 
appreciate the impact Paul has, and continues, 
to make.  Please join us in congratulating and 
thanking him!

Our 2023 Volunteens!
This year our Volunteens focused on “ologies”, choosing 
on a different “study of” each week. One week we had 
lessons in entomology (the study of insects), where we 
released biocontrol insects to help control invasive species 
populations. Another week we focused on ornithology 
and got to see the Nature Center’s bird banding program 
in action. We also looked into microbiology, geology, 
hydrology, and mammalogy, to name a few others. The 
teens helped with tasks like cleaning up an old irrigation 
zone on the property, watering native plants, creating an 
Earth Day activity, and so much more! Thank you to the 
teens and their families for recognizing the importance of 
engaging with nature and our community, volunteering 
your time and skills, and managing to learn and have fun 
along the way!

Volunteers

2023 Volunteens: Bella Chapman, Charlotte Barnett Shirley, Cooper Burnett, 
Derly de La Pena, Dylan Riley, Gerard Hernandez, Jacob Harris, Joseph Gesler, 
Kaitley Jones, Kyra Butte, Logan Kilcrease,  Lola Chapman, Madi White (not pictured), 
Maggie Erickson, Max Luke, Rachel Elizabeth Simpson, Ryan Mark, Scarlett Solomon, 
Shaylor Devlin, Tosh Turner

Russian Olive Destruction Day
Do you love the challenge of using a saw to 
hunt down some thorny plants? On September 
16th, we will be gathering a group of volunteers 
to cut down small invasive Russian Olive trees 
on the property. We will meet at 9 am for about 
two hours of work, with snacks to follow at 11. 
Pre-registration is required by September 10th.

Volunteers Needed for Creatures of 
the Night
Creatures of the Night, will be held on Friday, 
October 27th and Saturday, October 28th. We 
need volunteer help from 5 - 9 pm on each day. 
There are opportunities to volunteer with 
parking, games, activities, crafts, refreshments 
and more!  Please dress for outdoor weather.

To volunteer, please call 801-621-7595 or email 
volunteer@ogdennaturecenter.org.

photo by Parker Balla



Many Thanks to these Ogden Nature Center Supporters
GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT 
$100,000+
Anonymous

GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT 
$5,000 - $24,999
Robert & Sally Neill
Rocky Woods Foundation

GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT
$1,000 - $4,999
Lynn Carroll
Elan Financial Services
Mary Ann & Don Garner
Kroger
Suzanne Lindquist
Shaun & Christina Myers

GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT
$250 - $999
AmazonSmile
Scott M Browning
Marilynn Collins
John & Brenda Kowalewski
Brenda Larsen
Aloha Whitney

GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT
$100 - $249
Wendy Buehler
Scott & Deborah Greenwell
Courtney & Jordan Harris
Christy & Michael Justice
Nancy & Steve Lefevre
Mona Oversteg & Pete Totman

GENERAL 
OPERATING SUPPORT
$1 - $99
Anonymous (multiple)
Crystal Albrecht
Melinda Balla
Miriam Busch
Cathrina & Mike Caldwell
Holly & Neil Drew
Jodi Eitner
Jack & Christina Greene
Halvorsen Family
Jeff & Jamie McFarland
Merrill & Carrie Owens
Elizabethe Packer
Gaylene Pebley
Megan Smith
United Health Group
Peggy & David Young

UNITED WAY DONORS
Georgia Meyer
Matthew J Lyon
Anonymous
John Hess
Chris Jepson, Sr.
Glenn Rees

CREATING HEALTHIER 
COMMUNITIES DONORS
Anonymous
Kalynn Hill

PRESERVATION GROVE 
MEMBERSHIPS $1,000+
Mary Evans

WOODLAND CIRCLE 
MEMBERSHIPS $500 - $999
Michael & Sheryl Appleby
Dan & Laura Johnston

TRAILS ALLIANCE 
MEMBERSHIPS $250-$499
David & Rosemary Lesser
Steve & Jennifer Poorman
Sami & Jon Stuart

DISCOVERY CLUB 
MEMBERSHIPS $100-$249
Ryan Bateman
Breeann Bryan
Wendy Buehler
Clancy-Tabaracci Family
Mark & Jennifer Elzey
Scott & Deborah Greenwell
Chad & Tracy Hancey
Sue Harley
Cynthia Jones & Vincent Caza
Mike & Barbara McConvill
Alice Mulder & Dan Bedford
Marcia Parisi
Kenneth Richey
Theodore Schmidt
Janet Valle

GRANDPARENT 
MEMBERSHIPS 
Nancy & Gilbert Amavisca
Richard & Christine Arguello
Gene & Linda Atkinson
Rick & Elise Barnes
Mrs. Pete Tefertiller Bassett
Roslyn Bishop
Marcia & Ashlie Bruner
Dixie Cragun
Verl & Joan Diamond
Wendy Dunham
Mitch & Jessica Eckersley
Ron & Judy Gault
Henry Harris
Leslie & Troy Herold
Janet Jackson
Earl & Jamie James
Christine Karcher
Raymond T. Kase Jr.
Beth & Bruce Keswick
John & Jae Liegel
David & Linda Lundstrip
Christopher Martinez
Susan McCormick
Steven & Emalee Meyer
Vivian Meyer
Rick & Jill Minnich
Justine Parsons-Bernstein & Barbara    
   Bernstein
Joshua & Jenny Peel
Kim Perrin
Paul Richards
Karen & Scott Riching

Ted & Donna Salerno
Bryana & Eric Schroder
Kathleen & Nate Seidner
Mary Shook
Michael & Jan Slabaugh
Gordon & Karma Sorensen
Pam & Denny St. John
Tiffany & Brian Stevenson
Paula Stuart
Ron & Kathy Taylor
Michelle & Paul Tippets
Shanna Tobin
Collette & Robert Torghele
Jack & Bonnie Wahlen
Kelly & Katie Weber
Katie Weimer & Ethan Pack
Jan Williams
Linda & Doug Wysocki
Peggy & David Young
David Young

FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIPS 
Cassia & Taylor Abbott
Shriauna & Kaleb Albee
Kyersten & Kyler Albrechtsen
Mason & Casey Allen
Kiley Allman
Shannon Antunez
Sara Archibald & Josh Gay
Jenni & Zach Argyle
Teresa & Ronald Ater
Gene & Linda Atkinson
Tiara Auxier
Jessica & Leonard Avalos
Tanya Ayers
Michael & Jill Bagley
Niki Barnhart
McKenna & Alexander Beck
Robert Becker
Katherine Bennion
Hunter & Shayla Bigelow
Tiffany & Kyle Blanch
Valene Blomquist
Danielle & Brian Boeke
Mykail & Nicholas Boling
Michelle & Kyle Braithwaite
Sabrina & Clint Bray
Christy & Jacob Briggs
Mackenzie Brighton
Suzanne & Jed Briscoe
Ian Brothers & Nicole Potter
Jim Brown & Karen Bartholoma
Desaray Brownson
Melaina & Curtis Broxton
Michael & Heather Buhler
Candice Burton
Chance & Emily Buttars
Vicki & Mike Byrk
Carly Caldwell & Steven Anderson
Amy Carlsen
Samantha Carlson
Nicole & Dave Carpinelli
Deborah & Joe Castaneda
Sara & Tim Chamberlain
Amber Chaplin & Joshua Reynolds
Sarah Child
Lacey Christensen
Lise Christiansen
Shelby Cinea
Sarah Clark
Ali & Brian Coleman

Justin & Rebekah Conable
Nico & Courtney Contreras
Camille & Nate Cook
Aubrie & Damon Coombs
Laura & Anthony Corbin
Audrey Cornelius
Kerstie & Brent Cowley
Kaden & Kaitlyn Cox
Joelle & Brian Creager
Holly Dame
Ryan & Chloe Davis
Amber Davis
Matt & Monica Dean
David & Paula Del Carlo
Brittany & Jose Delgadillo
Josselyn & Mark Draper
Monica Eddy & Lillian Simon
Kristi & Cole Edwards
Jodi Eitner
Brenda & Jared Empie
Tasha Engh
Justin & Emma Erickson
Jenifer & Rod Evertsen
Judith Faulkner & Lewis Stone
Jessica & Brice Fenger
David Ferro & Marjukka Ollilainen
Kyle & Kelsey Fredrickson
Maggie & Kevin Funkhouser
Erin & Brayden Furlong
Ashley Galbraith
Andrew & Heather Galgoci
Justin & Alicia Garin
Lorna & Rick Gehrig
Rachel & Jonathan George
Cody Gil
Christina & James Goan
Kara Gonzales
Robert & Kara Guillen
Christina Hains
Matthew & Michelle Halverson
Dora & Brian Hamilton
Jay & Chris Hansel
Kathryn Hardy
Lori & Michael Harlin
Courtney & Jordan Harris
Brian & Becky Hartle
Quentin & Lauren Hasten
Kathleen & Jason Heller
Gavin Hendricksen
Nadia & Noah Hernandez
Hayden Hernandez & Amy Bruno
Alexis Heslop
Liberty & Bryce Hill
Mark Hilles
Chelsea & Treavor Hoover
Natalie Hopper
Lisa & Micah Hornsby
Koria Horrocks
Aaron & LeeAnn Hubbard
Bridget Hughes
Catherine Humenuk & Derrick Smith
Lydia Hunter & Simon Bravo
Zenetta & Taylor Ince
Halie Irizarry
Rebecca & Isaac Iverson
Amber & Steven Ivey
Brian & Cami Jacoway
Nicole & Beau Johnson
Brent & Kirsty Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Nanette Johnson
Amy & Keith Johnston

Becky Jorgensen
Michael & Christy Justice
Lindsey Kaesemeyer
Morgan & Stuart Kahler
Clint & Natasha Kaminska
McKinley Karr
Olivia & Matthew Kendell
Tony & Katie Kent
Dirk & Miles Knott
Thor & Alicia Kooda
Dustin Kurns
Brittany Kutz
Pola Landes
Kevin & Michelle Larsen
Lisa Law
Linda Leatham
Heather & James L’Eclair
Jessica Lee
Bryce & Kami Leishman
Melissa Lindholm
Ben & Opal Mac
Pat & Cynthia Maher
Joshua Markel
John & Mary Jane Markle
Jennifer & Michael Martens
Christine & Phillip Martinez
Angelica Martinez
Yanina & Fatima Martinez
Katina & Brady McCain
Jessica & Mike McClellan
Melissa McCrackin
Kerry & John McCrae
Jeff & Jaime McFarland
Geana McPheeters
Ulises Avila Melendez & Nathalia Soares
Kelsie Memmott
Andy Mickelson
Bree Milton
Salvador Monastra-Sebasco & Sondra 
   Feasel-Sebasco
Olivia Moore
Ryan & Erica Morris
Tamara Moultrie
Evee & Josh Muir
Cami & Chase Naisbitt
Jason & Bailee Neering
Candy & Benjamin Nicholls
Manuella Ogden
Merrill & Carrie Owens
Joy Pashley
Abigail & Matthew Paskett
Deb Peltier
Nicole & Daniel Penner
Barbara & Bruce Perry
Michelle Phillips
Brian Pilcher and Andrea Easter-Pilcher
Mark & Ursula Porter
Alyssa & Samuel Potter
Kristi & Ben Prall
Jacob & Melissa Randall
Ashley & Joel Rasmussen
Nathan & Kiranne Reber
Valerie & Jonathan Regalado
Shaylee & Kalan Reynolds
Crystine & Wes Riches
Shari & Stephen Riggs
Alicia & Marcy Rizzia
Brenda Rogers
Fernando & Myra Ruiz
Christy Rundio
Alexandra & Jared Sato
Hannah Scalambrino

Lee & Brenda Schussman
Melissa & Alexander Schussman
Diana Sciandra
Nick & Ashley Shawnik
Natalie Shufelt
Fabienne & Kyle Simmons
Jessica & Thomas Simon
Wendy Skidmore
Megan Smith
Brenda Smith & Andrew Barfield
Shelly Spillman
Shelly Stam
Angela & Tyson Stoddard
Morgan & Benjamin Stout
Nikki & Ben Streadbeck
Amanda Strong
Nolan & Erika Sullivan
Jason & Carie Tavenner
Jenna Telford
Torey & Brady Thomson
Amber & Joseph Tschudy
Garrett & Ashlee Turley
Sheila & Nyles Vanhoosen
Stephen & Maureen Walker
Amy & Ryan Walker
Caleb & Dalia Walker
Judy & Mike Walter
Jerry & Ann Walters
Melissa & Sscott Wardrop
Kacee & Tony Weaver
Kristy & Bryson White
Gary & Kara White
Shannon & Eric Wilkinson
Melena & Steven Willams
Jacob & Erin Winterton
Thomas & Diana Wuenschell
Mary Yao
Emery Young & Josh Spivey
Christine Zarling
Ariele & Christopher Zellmer
Cynthia & Peter Zemke
Maria Zinsmann
Lori & Kurt Ziobro

INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBERSHIPS 
Daniel Alfieri
Zana Anderson
Dr. Rosemary Conover
Amanda Fyles
Jan Hamer
Hazel Ann Linke
Diana Lower
Kathryn MacKay
Vicki Meeds
Esther Mitchell
Cathy Morton
Andrew Orme
Gaylene Pebley
Steven Pfeiff
Jeremy Pottenger
Ashley Robins
Janet Shaner
Garrett Sparks
Phyllis Spiegel
Cecilia Tank
Rita Tyler
Hannah Wilcox
Cindy Wilcox



STUDENT 
MEMBERSHIPS
Ashley Barrett
Ashley Love
Arin Meeds
Elizabethe Packer

CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIPS
JR Automation

ORGANIZATION 
MEMBERSHIPS
Wasatch Audubon Society

GIFT 
MEMBERSHIPS
Brenda & Jared Empie (2)
Greenwood Charter School (3)
Jan Hamer
Harmony Educational Services
Andrea Perry
Autumn Pines
Shadow Valley Elementary
Ann Taggart
Brittnianne Willie

ADOPT A FAMILY
Lee & Brenda Schussman

IN-KIND DONORS
Crossaction
Jeanne Evenden
Judith Faulkner
Scorched Earth Farms
X-Mission

ADOPT-AN-ANIMAL
Ashley Ballew & Alejandro Garcia
McKenna, Tamilyn, Samuel, & Avery Beck
Roberta Beverly
Boehm Family
Mitch & Brenda Boren
Jim Brown & Karen Bartholoma
Heidi Christensen
Kathy Douglas
Mary Hargis
Mitzi Kawaguchi
Stephen & Rosanna Kulish
Calvin & Janel Schalk

SHARE IN THE CARE 
OF RESIDENT ANIMALS
Deana Rower
Azy Tabaracci

OUTREACH 
PROGRAM SUPPORT
Utah State Board of Education - iSEE
Wasatch Avian Education Society

SUPPORT FOR 
PRESCHOOL 
& SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Bert L & Lulu M Neil Foundation
Lawrence T & Janet T Dee Foundation
Ralph Nye Charitable Foundation
United Way of Northern Utah

FREE SUMMER SATURDAYS
Weber County RAMP

VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAM SUPPORT
Costco
Fresh Market
Weber Human Services Foundation

SUMMER CAMP SUPPORT 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Beaver Creek Foundation
Zi Alpha Omicron

SEASONAL BANNERS
Weber County RAMP

HABITAT RESTORATION
State of Utah Department of Agriculture

INTERNET UPGRADE
Weber County Commission

DUMKE PICNIC GROVE 
RENOVATION PROJECT
Boyer Company/Gardner Company
Weber County RAMP

ENDOWMENT GIFTS
Robert & Sally Neill

GIFTS IN HONOR OF…

Evie & Blakely Lewis
   Elliott & Janell Lewis

Martha Scott
   Richard Brogadir

Susan Snyder
   Caitlin Gochnour

Amanda Stanley
   Caitlin Gochnour

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF…

Phyllis Gearhart
   Caitlin Gochnour

Dr. Merrill Godfrey
   George & Mary Hall

James Kemp Johnson
   Jan & Konel Banner
   Richard & Doris Bosworth
   Yaeko Bryner
   Mary Ann & Don Garner
   Robert & Patty Griffith
   George & Mary Hall
   Mary Hargis
   Melisa & Jeffery Harrison
   Carol Jackson
   Mary McKinley

Keith Opprecht
   Robert & Young Morstadt
   Suzanne Patterson

Aaron Tyler Page
   Kathleen Rees

Jeanne Perkins
   Yaeko Bryner

Max Albert Tafoya
   George & Mary Hall

BIRDHOUSE COMPETITION
SPONSORS, DONORS, AND  
IN-KIND DONORS
Booth Family Dental
Robin & Brad Farr
IFA Country Stores
Jeremiah’s Restaurant
Jack & Jodi Livingood
Ogden Blue
Pat & Glen Richter
Prairie Schooner Steak House
Shepherd’s Bush
Wasatch Audubon Society
Weber County RAMP

EARTH DAY SPONSORS
AND IN-KIND DONORS
Yaeko Bryner
LaRae Thackery, Celtic Beat Irish 
   Dancers
Anna & Pete Cich
Meri DeCaria
Grounds for Coffee
Northrop Grumman
Stone Mountain Press

FLY WITH THE FLOCK 
5K FUN RUN SPONSORS 
AND IN-KIND DONORS
Ad Pro Marketing
Genco
GOAL Foundation
Grounds for Coffee
Idlewire Pet Care
Just Serve
Ogden Regional Medical Center
Solomon Factory Outlet
The Banyan Collective Media Company
The Lovin’ Cup Catering

SUMMER CONCERT SPONSORS
AND IN-KIND DONORS
Jack & Bonnie Wahlen
Joan Evans Ahlf
Mara Brown
The Lovin’ Cup
Paco Aguilar

 

    

Many Thanks to these Ogden Nature Center Supporters A very sincere thanks to the many individuals, foundations, corporations and organizations who 
support the Ogden Nature Center’s mission to unite people with nature and nurture appreciation 
and stewardship of the environment. This list includes gifts received January 1 - June 30, 2023. 
All BASH sponsors will be recognized in our next newsletter. We regret any omissions or errors.

Meet Education Director 
Isa Del Bello
Isa has been with Ogden Nature Center since 
April, filling the important roll of Education 
Director. Hailing from Brooklyn and New Mexico, 
she holds a BA in elementary education and an 
MA in developmental psychology and social 
epidemiology. She has over 19 years of informal 
and formal education experience and has been 
leading and building environmental education 
teams and spaces for the past 10 years.

Meet Teacher Naturalist 
Annie Rollins
Annie graduated from Weber State University with 
a degree in Zoology and after serving a year as the 
Environmental Education/Americorps intern with 
the Ogden Nature Center in 2022, she joined the 
staff full time in 2023. Her position as a Teacher 
Naturalist perfectly combines her love of education 
and working with children, with her love of the 
outdoors. She is passionate about animals, so she is 
also happy to be surrounded by the Ogden Nature 
Centers resident birds and education animals.

Adopt an Animal
Would you like to help sponsor one of the Ogden 
Nature Center’s resident animal ambassadors? 
Adoption fees help pay for food, medications, vet 
visits, and everyday care of these precious animals 
who help teach Northern Utahns about the 
various species that call Utah home. 

Adopters receive a photo collage of their animal, 
a fact sheet, an adoption certificate, a private visit 
with their adopted animal, and a sign near the 
animal’s home, naming them as their sponsor.
 
Igora the Green Iguana is $200 per year and Remy 
the Yellow Rat Snake is $100 per year. If you are 
interested in adopting one of these critters, please 
call 801-621-7595 or send an email to Heidi at 
hchristensen@ogdennaturecenter.org.
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Animal Ambassador

photo by Brandi Bosworth

A juvenile Great-horned Owl has joined the Ogden Nature Center as our newest animal ambassador. He was hatched 
in Idaho in 2022, but at two months old he fell from a tree and broke a wing, damaging tendons, which rendered him 
flightless. He was taken to Utah’s Second Chance Wildlife  Rehabilitation Center, and later transferred to the Ogden 
Nature Center, where volunteer Michelle Groncki trained him behind the scenes for the past several months. He is now 
living in the mews at the Ogden Nature Center and will be part of our outreach/education team.

Amazing Facts About Great-horned Owls

• Females are Larger than Males
Scientists think this may have to do with the roles of male and female Great-horned Owls. Females will sit on the nest to 
incubate the eggs, so their larger size may help them store more food and go longer without eating. The male’s smaller size 
may help them hunt in narrow forest openings.
• Very Territorial
Great-horned Owls are known to be very territorial, defending anywhere from .1 to 1 square mile of habitat as their own. 
They will fight with other owls to keep their space.
• Light Weight
The average Great-horned Owl has a 4-foot wingspan and only weighs 5 pounds! Much of their body mass is in feathers, 
which are incredibly light.
• No Chewing Allowed
Great-horned Owls don’t chew their food. In fact, they normally swallow their prey whole! This means they have to 
process every part of their prey, including the bones. Whatever the owl’s stomach doesn’t digest goes to another organ 
called the gizzard. Here, the bones and fur form a pellet, which is later upchucked by the owl.
• Fantastic Feathers
A Great-horned Owl’s feathers have many helpful features! They help insulate even on the coldest winter nights, as these 
owls do not migrate or hibernate. Their patterning helps the Great-horned Owl camouflage when scanning for prey. 
Their feathers also have a soft, messy edge that helps the owl fly silently through the night.

	


